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‘Trump 
launches 
new Dem 


attacks 


Twitter flurry comes 
as charges expected 


By Darlene Superville 
Associated Press 


WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump expressed re- 
newed frustration Sunday over 
the investigations into alleged 
ties between his campaign asso- 
ciates and Russian government 
officials, saying on Twitter that 
the “facts are pouring out” 
about links to Russia by his for- 
mer presidential opponent, Hil- 
lary Clinton. 

“DO SOMETHING!” Mr. 
Trump urged in one of five 
morning tweets. 

Mr. Trump’s tweets followed 
a CNN report late Friday that a 
federal grand jury in Washing- 
ton has approved the first 
charges in a criminal investiga- 
tion into Russia ties led by spe- 
cial counsel Robert Mueller. 

The Associated Press has not 
confirmed the CNN report. 

Ty Cobb, a member of Mr. 
Trump’s legal team, said the 
president was not referring to 
CNN’s reporting. 

“Contrary to what many 
have suggested, the president’s 
comments [Sunday] are unre- 
lated to the activities of the spe- 
cial counsel, with whom he con- 
tinues to cooperate,” Mr. Cobb 
said in a statement. 

Mr. Trump and the White 
House insist there was no collu- 
sion between his presidential 
campaign and Russia. Both 
have pointed a finger at Ms. 
Clinton and have suggested that 
the real story of collusion with 
Russia is the sale of uranium to 
Moscow when Ms. Clinton was 
secretary of state. 

U.S. intelligence agencies 
have concluded that Russia in- 
terfered with the election to ben- 
efit Mr. Trump, a finding that 
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PRESSED FOR SUCCESS 


Peter Diana/Post-Gazette 


Steelers running back Le'Veon Bell, center, and his teammates show off a new “bench press” touchdown 
celebration against the Detroit Lions in the first quarter Sunday at Ford Field in Detroit. The Steelers 


defeated the Lions, 20-15. More coverage in NFL Xtra, Section C, and online at 


post-gazette.com. 


Paralyzed Pittsburgh hand-cyclist 
goes for 24-hour world record Friday 


‘As ready as | can be’ 


By Sean D. Hamill 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


But Rick Boethling, director of 
the 24-hour race that begins Friday 
evening in Borrego Springs, Calif., 


to fuel his determination since he 
was first paralyzed from the waist 
down in a falling accident 24 years 


FINAL 


Manganese 
can stunt 
intelligence 
in children 
Metal study done in 
East Liverpool, Ohio 


By Don Hopey 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


Ellen Kiger, holding her 13- 
month-old son, Jeremiah, was 
worried last week as she sat in 
the basement meeting room of 
Purinton Hall on Kent State 
University’s branch campus in 
East Liverpool, Ohio. 

Jessica Elsass, with her 6- 
month-old daughter, Aemilia, 
was angry. 

They were among three 
dozen people gathered in the 
eastern Ohio border town, 40 
miles northwest of Pittsburgh, 
to hear the results of a new 
study that found children with 
higher levels of manganese in 
their bodies also had lower IQ 
scores. 

“What do you mean how do I 
feel? We’re talking about irre- 
versible brain damage for devel- 
oping children,” said Ms. Elsass 
as the meeting broke up. “You 
cannot detox from it. Heavy 
metals poisoning is irrevers- 
ible.” 

The peer-reviewed study by 
environmental health research- 
ers at the University of Cincin- 
nati College of Medicine ana- 
lyzed blood and hair from 106 
children, 7 to 9 years old, in East 
Liverpool and surrounding 
communities, from March 2013 
to June 2014. 

Its results, recently published 
online in the journal NeuroTox- 
icology, show a significant asso- 
ciation between higher man- 
ganese in hair samples and de- 
clines in IQ, mental processing 
speed and working memory, 
said Erin Haynes, associate pro- 
fessor in the University of Cin- 
cinnati’s Department of Public 
Health and lead author of the 
study. 


Mr. Trump has not fully ttila Domos thinks he says not so fast. ago. SEE TOXIN, PAGE A-3 
stands a good chance to set “He’s in for a rude awakening,” “T believe I will break the record 
SEE RUSSIA, PAGE A-14 the official 24-hourhand- Mr. Boethlingsaidbyphonefrom out there,” Mr. Domos said before 
cycling worldrecordthis Borrego Springs, the small desert going to Borrego Springs to pre- 
coming weekend. town located about 80 miles north- pare for the race. “I can’t believe I 
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After all, the 49-year-old Green- 
field resident bettered the existing 
official record — 403.9 miles — last 
year by nearly four miles — 407.7 
miles — when he rode 815 times in 
one day around the half-mile oval 
on the Bud Harris Cycling Track in 


wouldn't. 

“T dealt with everything [in Pitts- 
burgh last year] already when I 
broke it unofficially. It was awful. 

It started raining at 7 to8a.m., 19 
hours in. At first it just drizzled and 


east of San Diego. “Racing ona 
road is a hell ofa lot harder than on 
atrack. There are 200 other bikers. 
Wind. Heat during the day. It will 
be way harder for him.” 

For Mr. Domos, Mr. Boethling’s 
warning is merely the kind of full- 
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Highland Park. 


fiber doubt he has been consuming 
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Puerto Rico utility cancels 
$300M Whitefish contract 


By Danica Coto 


Associated Press 


SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico — 
The head of Puerto Rico’s power 
company said Sunday the agency 
is canceling its $300 million con- 
tract with Whitefish Energy 
Holdings amid scrutiny of the 
tiny Montana company’s role in 
restoring the island’s power sys- 
tem. 

The announcement by Ricardo 
Ramos came hours after Gov. Ri- 
cardo Rossello urged the utility to 
scrap the deal for Whitefish’s 


system from the damage inflicted 
by Hurricane Maria. 

“Tt’s an enormous distraction,” 
Mr. Ramos said of the contro- 
versy over the contract. “This 
was negatively impacting the 
work we're already doing.” 

The current work by Whitefish 
teams will not be affected by the 
cancellation, and that work will 
be completed in November, Mr. 
Ramos said. He said the cancella- 
tion will delay pending work by 
10 to 12 weeks if no alternatives 
are found. 
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CATALAN CONFLICT Thousands of pro-unity activists gather in Barce- 


lona on Sunday, two days after the Catalan parliament voted to split from 
Spain. The Spanish government has responded by imposing direct rule 


plans for Bus 
Rapid ‘Transit 


By Ed Blazina 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


For some Port Authority cus- 
tomers, the agency’s decision to 
push for a Bus Rapid Transit 
system between Oakland and 
Downtown Pittsburgh is serv- 
ing the “haves” at the expense 
of the “have-nots.” 

Through a series of neighbor- 
hood meetings and last week’s 
authority board meeting, doz- 
ens of Monongahela Valley resi- 
dents have sharply criticized 
the agency for an expected re- 
duction in local service and an 
added transfer in Oakland if 
they want to travel from their 
communities to the Downtown 
area. They view the project as 
improving service for mostly 
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